








The New Jersey Chapter of HFMA 
in cooperation with

The Metropolitan Philadelphia Chapter of HFMA
is pleased to announce its

34th Annual Institute at The Borgata Hotel and Casino Spa
Atlantic  City, NJ 08401
October 20 – 22, 2010

®

Check out our Website for more information 
on our speakers, registration materials and 

sponsorship opportunities:  
 

http://www.njhfmainstitute.com

Register on-line at:   
http://www.regonline.com/hfma2010

Featured Speakers

Dr. Yosef Dlugacz

Dr. Brad Nieder

Dr. Bruce Weinstein

Comprehensive 
coverage of healthcare 

reform!

Debi Kuchka-Craig

Elizabeth Ryan



Wednesday October 20, 2010

 8:00 a.m.  to  12:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open
 10:00 a.m.  to  5:00 p.m. Education Sessions (buffet lunch)
 2:00 p.m.  to  6:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall Set Up

 6:00 p.m.  to  10:30 p.m.
Vendor Fair/Texas BBQ Networking 
Dinner/Charity Auction

Thursday October 21, 2010

 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Registration Desk Open
 7:00 a.m.  to 8:00 a.m. Breakfast and Vendor Fair / New 

Member Breakfast / Metro Philly 
Breakfast

 8:00 a.m.  to 8:10 a.m. Introduction and Opening Remarks
 8:10 a.m.  to 9:10 a.m. HFMA National President  

Debi Kuchka-Craig
 9:10 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. NJHA President 

Elizabeth Ryan
10:00 a.m.  to 10:10 a.m. Break
10:10 a.m.  to 11:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Breakout 

Sessions—Part One
11:00 a.m.  to 11:10 a.m. Break
11:10 a.m.  to 12:00 p.m. Thursday Morning Breakout 

Sessions—Part Two
 12:00 p.m. to  1:30 p.m. Luncheon
 1:30 p.m.  to 1:45 p.m. Awards Ceremony
 1:45 p.m.  to 2:45 p.m. Afternoon Keynote Address  

Dr. Yosef Dlugacz
 2:45 p.m.  to 3:00 p.m. Break
 3:00 p.m.  to  4:00 p.m. Thursday Afternoon Breakout 

Sessions—Part One
  4:00 p.m. to   4:15 p.m. Break
 4:15 p.m.  to 5:15 p.m. Thursday Afternoon Breakout 

Sessions—Part Two
 5:15 p.m.  to  6:00 p.m. Break
 6:00 p.m.  to 8:00 p.m. Chapter Presidents Cocktail Reception
 8:00 p.m.  to  10:00 p.m. Break
 10:00 p.m. to 12:00 p.m. Dessert Reception and Karaoke Party

Friday October 22, 2010

  7:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Breakfast and Vendor Fair
  8:30 a.m.  to 8:40 a.m. Introduction and Opening Remarks
 8:40 a.m. to 9:40 a.m. Morning Keynote Address  

Dr. Brad Nieder
 9:40 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. Break 
 9:50 a.m.  to 10:50 a.m. Dr. Bruce Weinstein

The “Ethics Guy” 
 10:50 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Break
 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. CFO Panel
 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Exhibit Hall Breakdown
 12:15 p.m.  to 12:30 p.m. Closing Remarks and Conference 

Raffles

We have assembled a list of exceptional speak-
ers  for  the Inst i tute  attendees to  include:

Debora Kuchka-Craig is the voluntary chair of the Healthcare 
Financial Management Association (HFMA) during the 2010-11 
term beginning June 1, 2010. Ms. Kuchka-Craig is corporate vice 
president, Managed Care, MedStar Health, Columbia, Maryland. 

A member of HFMA since 1993, Ms. Kuchka-Craig’s involve-
ment with the National Association includes serving on the 
Managed Care Forum Advisory Council (1997-00), the Board 
of Examiners (2003-07)—serving as chair during 2006-07, 
the National Advisory Councils (2005-06), the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee (2005-07 and 2008-11)—serving as chair 
(2009-10), the Board of Directors (2005-11), the Executive 
Committee (2006-11)—serving as chair 2010-11, and the 
Audit & Finance Committee (2007-11)—serving as chair in 
2008-09. Ms. Kuchka-Craig has also served the Maryland 
Chapter as treasurer, secretary, vice president, president-
elect, and president. She has received the Follmer Bronze, 
Reeves Silver, Muncie Gold, and Medal of Honor merit awards. 

Ms. Kuchka-Craig will kick off the proceedings on Thurs-
day with a General Assembly talk on how HFMA is 
helping its constituents deal with healthcare reform.

Following Ms. Kuchka-Craig, the President and CEO of the New 
Jersey Hospital Association, Elizabeth A. Ryan, Esq. will bring 
the issues of healthcare reform a little closer to home and fo-
cus on what is happening in New Jersey, providing insight and 
tools to help hospitals and their boards deal with the change.  
As CEO Ryan oversees NJHA, Health Research and Educational 
Trust of New Jersey—a not-for-profit affiliate that promotes 
continuing patient safety, quality improvement education and 
research; the for-profit Healthcare Business Solutions, which 
provides group purchasing and other business solutions for 
healthcare providers; and the Healthcare Employees Federal 
Credit Union.  Her responsibilities include oversight of NJHA’s 
operations, in addition to fostering member advocacy and 
coordinating such efforts at both the state and federal levels.

Previously, Ms. Ryan practiced law in Mount Holly and went 
on to serve as assistant counsel under former Gov. Jim Florio 
and chief of staff of the state Department of Health.  She also 
was a senior vice president with the New York City Health 
and Hospitals Corp. and a regional executive for the Ameri-
can Hospital Association and the Healthcare Association of 
New York State.  She served as a member of New Jersey’s 
Board of Medical Examiners, the Clinton-Gore Transition 
Team, the legal audit team for the Clinton National Health 
Care Reform Task Force, and both Governor Corzine’s and 
Governor McGreevey’s transition teams.  Ms. Ryan received 
her law degree from Seton Hall University School of Law and 
a bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University (Cook College).
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Hotel Information
The Borgata Hotel, Casino and Spa 
One Borgata Way 
Atlantic City, NJ 08401  
Tel (866) MY BORGATA or (866) 692-6742.   
www.theborgata.com

HFMA has reserved a block of rooms at a reduced 
rate at the Borgata Hotel.

Room rates are available at $169 per night plus ap-
plicable taxes on a first-come, first-served basis until 
September 1, 2010 OR until the rooms are sold out. 
To make reservations, please contact the hotel di-
rectly and identify yourself as a Healthcare Finan-
cial Management Association meeting attendee and 
or reference code: BORGHFMA

Cancellations are subject to the Hotel policy and may 
result in one night’s room rate fee. Please confirm the 
cancellation policy with the hotel directly.

Driving Directions can be found on the hotel’s web-
site www.theborgata.com.

If You Have to Cancel
A refund of the registration fee, less a $100 process-
ing fee, will be granted if cancellation is received 
prior to October 1, 2010.  NO REFUNDS will be grant-
ed if cancellation is received after that date.  Sub-
stitutions are permitted.  Cancellations must be 
made in writing to DL Planners or via online regis-
tration website if you registered electronically.

Sponsorship & Exhibitor Opportunities
Please call: 
Deb Shapiro  201-617-7100 x2975; 
 dshapiro@wfs-services.com 

or
Howard Krain  908-377-5020; 
 howard@kraingroup.com 

Dress Code
Casual business attire is suggested for all sessions and 
events.

Questions
If you have any questions regarding your registration, 
contact DL Planners at 609-344-1333.

For additional information . . . 
please follow the links on our website at:  
www.njhfmainstitute.org.

The Thursday afternoon educational sessions start with a 
General Assembly lecture by Dr. Yosef D. Dlugacz on value-
based health care.  He has published widely in health care 
and quality management journals on a variety of clinical 
care and quality topics and is a frequent participant expert in 
national audio and video teleconferences promoting quality 
and safety. Dr. Dlugacz book, The Quality Handbook for Health 
Care Organizations: A Manager’s Guide to Tools and Programs 
(2004), has been praised as a valuable text for new quality 
professionals. His book, Measuring Health Care: Using Quality 
Data for Operational, Practical and Clinical Improvement (2006), 
helps educate professionals about the relationship between 
quality care and financial success. His latest book, Value 
Based Health Care: Linking Finance and Quality (2010) explores 
the relationship between quality care and organizational 
efficiency.  It was recently selected for a 2010 Bugbee-Falk 
Award from the Association of University Professionals in 
Health Administration and nominated for the ACHE/Hamil-
ton Book of the Year Award.  Friends Health Connection, the 
charitable organization through whom Dr. Dlugacz’s talk was 
arranged, will make him and his books available after the talk.

Friday morning kicks off with a laugh.  A general practitioner 
by training, Dr. Brad Nieder is now more of a specialist in 
“Healthy Humor.” Indeed, he has successfully combined the 
worlds of humor and health care. He’s a lot like the world 
famous Patch Adams—except he’s not world famous.  As 
an undergraduate student at Stanford, Brad was a founding 
member of the Simps comedy troupe. While a medical stu-
dent at the University of Colorado, he frequently performed 
stand-up comedy for both live audiences…and cadavers. 
He then took his unique style out east when he went to 
the Medical College of Virginia for his residency training.  
He’s a coauthor of the book Humor Me, which features his 
popular poem of wellness advice. And he recently signed a 
deal with HBO! No…wait, he actually signed a deal with an 
H-M-O.  He lives in Denver and travels throughout the country 
spreading his message that “Laughter is the Best Medicine.”

On a more serious, but not less fun note, Dr. Bruce Wein-
stein, “The Ethics Guy” will speak on ethics in the hospital 
and corporate environment.  He has appeared on the Today 
Show, Good Morning America, CNN, MSNBC, CNBC, FOX News, 
FOX Business, NPR, and Bloomberg Television. His latest book, 
Is It Still Cheating If I Don’t Get Caught? (Macmillan/Roaring 
Brook Press, 2009), shows teens how to make the right deci-
sions. The New York Times, USA Today, The New York Observer, 
The Los Angeles Times, The Chicago Tribune, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Investor’s Business Daily, Family Circle, Real Simple, the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, and the in-flight 
magazines of American Airlines, Delta Airlines, USAirways, 
and United Airlines, as well as Newsweek.com, CNN.com, 
and FoxNews.com have featured his writing or have written 
about him.  There will also be a book signing after his talk.

To round out the Friday sessions, the ever-popular CFO panel 
will be back.  Panelists include:  Kevin Brennan, Geisinger Health 
System; Stella Visaggio, Hackettstown Regional Medical Cen-
ter; and Neil Lubarsky, Thomas Jefferson University Hospital.

 Schedule At a Glance General Information



 Sponsor Acknowledgements



Advertiser Focus
Please consider supporting our sponsoring companies

Since 1986, BESLER Consulting has been assisting 
healthcare providers in enhancing revenue, gaining 
operational efficiencies and achieving compliance. 
BESLER Consulting clients benefit from a team of 
highly experienced, dedicated professionals. They bring
to each engagement in-depth knowledge in a wide range of financial, operational 
and compliance issues. Telephone 1.877.4BESLER • Web site Beslerconsulting.com

     	      Established in 1973, McBee Associates, Inc., one 
	 of the nation’s largest, independent health care con- 
	 sulting practices, provides managerial and financial 
	 consulting services to health care organizations. The 
	 firm’s consultants maintain an extensive array of 
financial and managerial expertise, enabling them to resolve any financial chal-
lenge that faces a health care provider today. Visit: www.mcbeeassociates.com

For over twenty-five years, CBIZ KA Consulting Services has 
provided customized financial solutions to healthcare providers. 
Our staff blends industry knowledge and practical experience to 
provide services in the fields of reimbursement optimization, 
Medicare and Medicaid recovery, managed care, decision support, 
benchmarking and clinical resource management. For informa-
tion, visit www.kaconsults.com.

ParenteBeard is the Mid Atlantic’s leading 
regional certified public accounting and con-
sulting firm with over 1,200 employees serv-
ing middle market and small business clients 

across the region. The 170 partner firm has 24 offices located in Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, New York, Maryland, Delaware and Texas. The firm is ranked among 
the Top 20 firms in the USA and is an independent member of Baker Tilly Inter-
national. For more information, please visit ParenteBeard at www.parentebeard.
com.

Founded in 1974, WS+B is one of the largest region- 
al accounting and consulting firms in the mid-
Atlantic area with office locations in New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Maryland. With over 
375 employees, the firm ranks among the top 35 

CPA firms nationwide. WS+B services hundreds of health care providers in the 
areas of accounting & auditing, consulting, tax, corporate governance and risk 
management. Contact Scott Mariani at smariani@withum.com or 973.898.9494.  
www.withum.com

www.foxrothschild.com 

Counted among the 200 largest law firms in 
the country, Fox Rothschild LLP is a full-service 
firm with offices in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
New York, Florida, California, Nevada and Delaware, providing a complete range 
of legal services to public and private business  entities, charitable, medical and 
educational institutions and individuals. 

The Health Care Law Group at Norris McLaughlin & Marcus 
is one of the largest in New Jersey. We provide a variety of 
services to clients throughout the health care field, includ-
ing highly specialized work in the regulatory areas governing 
the delivery of health care services under state and federal 
law. Our health care clients include hospitals and their affiliated corporations, 
hospital medical staffs, nursing homes and other long-term care facilities, joint 
venture groups, professional practices, and other providers of health care ser
vices. For more information, visit our web site at www.nmmlaw.com.

Panacea Healthcare Solutions, LLC with offices in Florida 
and New Jersey, provides expert financial and information  
technology services and systems to healthcare providers, 
payers, and software companies. Panacea’s areas of ex- 
pertise include coding, compliance, finance, reimbursement 

and revenue cycle consulting and systems. These services include CDMauditor.
com, RACauditor.com, LostRevenueRecovery.com, and hospital Zero Base Pricing 
consulting.

For more information, visit www.PanaceaHealthSolutions.com or contact Mike 
Kennedy at 1-866-926-5933 x702.

new jersey chapter






